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Introductory Note 

MILTON'S little play Comus^ the first edition of 
which is herewith reproduced in facsimile, is the 
author's first book and, after Paradise Lost^ is con- 
sidered his most important work. In this first edition, as 
will be seen, it is called simply ^^A Maske presented at 
Ludlow Castle," etc., and in the two collected editions of 
Milton's minor Poems published during his lifetime, the 
first in 1645 and the second in 1673, ^^^ ^^^'^ ^^ ^^^ same. 
Comus^ the name of one of the principal characters, was, it 
seems, given to the " Maske " by some later editor. 

At the time Comus w2ls written and acted, " 1634, on 
Michaelmasse Night," the 29th of September, Milton was 
in his twenty-sixth year. Although he had already written 
a number of pieces both in English and Latin, only one 
had, apparently, been printed. This was his little poem of 
sixteen lines, An Epitaph on the Admirable Dramatick Poet^ 
TV. Shakespeare^ which is found, but without author's name, 
among the prefatory verses in the Second Folio, printed in 
1632. 

Even when this little play was printed in 1637 Milton 
seems to have been diffident about acknowledging the 
authorship. It was very probably printed with his per- 
mission, as the motto on the title, from Virgil, was evi- 
dently selected by him. Masson paraphrases this : 

<< Ah ! wretched and undone ! Myself to have brought 
The wind among my flowers ! ' ' 

The dedication, it will be noticed, is written and signed 
by H. Lawes, whose reason for printing is said to be " that 
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Introductory Note 

the often copying of it hath tir'd my pen to give my 
severall friends satisfaction." This Lawes was one of the 
most famous composers of music of the time in England, 
and it was under his direction and to his music that the 
** Maske " was produced at Ludlow Castle. The occasion 
was the celebration of the entry of the Earl of Bridgewater 
upon the Welsh Presidency, and the place was the Great 
Hall of Ludlow Castle, in which, according to tradition, 
the elder of the two Princes murdered in the Tower had 
been proclaimed King, with the title of Edward V, before 
commencing his fatal jouk-ney to London. 

The play contains six speaking parts only. Of these, 
the most important, " The Attendant Spirit," was taken by 
Lawes, the director of the play and author of the music. 
The part of ** The Lady " was taken by Lady Alice 
Egerton, youngest daughter of the Earl, then about fifteen 
years of age. The parts of the " Elder Brother " and the 
*' Second Brother " were played by the two younger brothers 
of Lady Alice, Viscount Brackley, to whom this printed 
edition is dedicated, and Mr. Thomas Egerton. These two 
young noblemen had already had a taste of stage acting, 
having taken juvenile parts in Carew's Coelum Britannicum^ 
which had been performed the previous February in the 
royal Banqueting-house at Whitehall, in which the King 
himself, Charles I, took part. 

The stage-copy, or one of them, perhaps in Lawes' own 
autograph, is still preserved in the library at Bridgewater 
House, and the music of five of the six songs, in Lawes' 
own autograph, is in the British Museum. 

An earlier draft of the poem in Milton's own handwriting 
is preserved in the Library of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
in that precious thin folio of forty-six pages (besides eight 
blank pages), mostly in Milton's own hand, and containing 
all but a few of the minor English Poems. 

The first edition is, needless to say, very rare, only one 
copy having been offered at auction in America. That, a 
fine one, bound by Matthews, brought ^425.00 in the Ives 
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Introductory Note 

sale in 1891. A copy sold at Sotheby's in 1894, in the 
sale of the library of Sir Joseph Hawley, brought £122^ 
and another in 1899, from the library of the Rch^. William 
Makellar, brought ;^I50. This latter copy is now in the 
library of Mr. E. D. Church, of New York city. We are 
indebted to him for the privilege of making this facsimile. 

Xj. o* i^. 
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A MASKE 



PRESENTED 

At Ludlow Caftic, 

On (i5M!ichaelrnajJe night , Before the 
Right Honorable, 

loHN Sartg of Bridgewater > F/V(7»»^'Brackly, 
Lord *TrdJidemqf^KLE$ , And one of 
is Majesties moft honorable 
Privie Counicll. 



Eheu quid^^lui mifero mtki : fiort^us aufirttm 
terditfts • 



1" 



LONDON, 

Printed for Hvmphrey Robinson, 

at the Hgne of the Three Pidgeons in 



TO THE RIGHT 

HO^O'RJB.LE, 
lOHN LordVicomt BRACLY, 

Son and heire apparent to the Eatle, 

Mt Lord, 

{His Toem , Mch receh'd Us 
f firil occapon of birth from jottr 
\felfe, arid others of your noble 
fami lie, and much honour from 
your cmn Terfon in the ferformance, nm 
returns againe to ma^ a pnall dedication 
ofitfelfe to you. Mhough not openly 
ackpoytkdg'd by the Author, yet it u n^ 
legitimate off-^ring, jo lotely, and fo 
much defired, that the often copying of 
it hath tir'd my pen togiye my /iycrall 
A% friends 




The Epiftle Dcdicatoric^ 

friends fatinf^ion , and brou^t me to a 
neccptie of producing it to the^ public^ 
vieT»* andnoi» to offer it up irt all rightfuU 
demotion to thoje fair e hopes ^ and rare 
Endo'wments of jour much^promijing 
Ymthi yphichgiye a full a/Jurance , to all 
that kporp jou f of a future excellence* 
Lilpefipeet Lord to be the houour of jour 
3^me , and receiye this 4s jour oivne, 
frorn the hands ofhtm^ y»ho hath bj many 
favours beene long obliged to jour moU 
honour d Tarents , and as in thisrepra^ 
fentationjour attendant Thyrfk^jfo new 
in all reall expreJSion 

Your £li^M . and mod 
hmHfi Stnmt 9 




A MASKE 

PERFORMED BEFORE 

the Piafident of W ales 
at LmUo»> i 6 ; 4. 

The firft Scene difcovers a. wild 
wood. 

Tht titeiuUnt Sfirit dtfcads n otttrs, 

BEfore the llarrie tlirelhold of Itvei Court 
My manfion is , where thoreimmortaildiapes 
. Of bright aereall Spirits live infphear'd 
In Regions mild of calms and icrene aire. 
Above the ftioale and ftirreof this dim fpot 
Which men call Earth, and with loivuhoughied care 
Confin'J, and peftcr'd in this pinfold here , 
Strive to keepc up .a frailc, and fearerilh being 
Vnmindfiill of the crowne that Vertuc gives 
After this mortall change to her true Servants 
Araongft the enthron'd gods on Sainted fiati. 
Yet fome there be that by due ftcps afpiie 
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To lay their juft hands on that golden fa^ 
That ojp^s the palace of ^tctniy s ^ 
To^ch my errand island but for (uch 
I vfovid not (bile theu? pure atnbronal weeds , 
WJth the ranck vapoars of this Sin- wortte ni6uld. 

But to my task* i\rir/'/«/»; beHdes the fway 
Of every fait Flood, and each ebbing Streamc 
Tooke in mylot'twixt high, and neatherM/^ 
Imperial nife of all the Sea-girt Ites 
That like to rich, and various gemms inlay 
The unadorned bolbmebf theDeepe, 
Which he to grace liis tiibutaric gods 
By coUrfe commits to feverall governmenl: 
And gives thcm.Ieave to weare their S^hiretrowife, 
And w^d their little trid^ats^ but tfaisf He 
The greatefl^', and thebeft of fUllix mmfi 
He qu^Uters to his blu-|iaif 'd dehies , 
Andall this trad that A-ontsthe falling Sun 
A iloWe Pcere of micklc troft , and power 
Has in his charge,.with temper'd awe to euide 
An old, and hat^htie Nation proud in Armesr 
Where his f^re ofF-ftring nurs'rin Princely Idrc 
Are commibgto attend radr Birhers fiate. 
And new-entrufted Seeptcr , butthdrway 
Lies through the perplex't paths ofthf s diearewood. 
The nodding horror of whofe Qxadk brows 
Threats the f8r!ome :^nd wandi^ Paflingec 
And here then-tender age m^t fitflTer pcrili 
But that by qu ck cominihd from Soverai^iin^f 
I was difpatcht for their defence, and ^m% 
And liften Mvhyy for | will tell yee flow 
Whatnevcr yet was hesrd In T^t or SoDg 
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ftomokl, or neodeupe Bardiohalj^or bovp»^ 
SoiclHu that firft ffom out die purpli Gcape 
Ccofli't the fweetpoy^n of iiii{^ujfe(rwine 

Coafting, the Tirrieaethoxc, as the wind$ Kftcd^ 
On Circesllam fell (nvhoVoowW not. C/>r« 
ithe daughter o( the Sun f w.h'oie,chafined Cop 
Whoever taHcd loft his upr%ht Aape, 
And downward fell into a grovlihg Swine ^ 
Thi$ Njrmpbthat^z'd upon his duftring locks 
With lyle henries wreath'd/at^I his blith ybuth 
Had by him, ere be parted thence,,a Son. 
Much like his lFather> but his Mother moire. 
Whom therefore (lie brought up and Cfimuf toxoid y 
Who ripe, aiid frollck of his full gro wae age 
Reaving the Gdtickymidi lieria» f^lds 
At laft betakes biib to this ominous wood , 
And inihick (belter of black (hades iinbowr c( 

ixcells his Mother at her m^btielArt 

>iiring to every. w^leTrayailcr 
His orient liquot ina Chr^ftall gla(le 
To quench (he diputh ofPfHeim, whitbas tbe^ taft 
(For moft doe taft t^pujgh fond intemperate third) 
Soone as die Pooon ^rks, thdr Knmane count^ance 
Th'e:fepre(Ie relenablahce f>f the gods |s cbang'd 
Into (bme.brutifli forme of WolK, pr Beare 
Or Ounce, on T%er,' Hog^ or bearded Coai^ 
All other parts rem^ainiiig as the^ we're , 
And they ,^ perfe^ ia ifh^ir n^ferie , 
Not once perceive their foije dis^guremCnt^' 
But boiift theidelves niOFecomi?Iy;then befoi<e 
And alltheir fticndJi aninativehoitie %gct 
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Torovkvrhhjfit^Sia^ (lie. 

Therefoiy whdn af^fkyour^d of high Uve 
Chances to pafle through this adventrous glade. 
Swift as the Sparldeora glancing Star re 
I fhoote from hcay^n tqgicie him fafe convoy, 
Asnow I doe : hut fidS Imuft put off 
Thefeiny skic robc;§ (pun ontoilris wooffe. 
And take the^weeds and likene(& ofa Swaine, 
That to the fervice of this[hou(e belongs; 
Who with his foft Pipe, and fmooth-ditiied Song, 
Well knows to ftillthe wild winds when they roare. 
And hufli the waving wood.s,nor of Iclfe faith. 
And in this office of bis Mbuntaine watch, 
Likelie(^^ and neerefttothc prefentaide 
Of this occdfion. But I heare the tread 
Of hatefuJl (leps» I muft bcfviewlcUe now* 

Comus ef^t&s with a Charmmg tad in.»nt^ handy 
his Glaff^c^ iif thc^ other , with him 4 rout tf 
ijliofjfiers headed lihtfundr^foris of wiUeBfU^x^ 
iutmerwife like {Mc»Jind fVomej^, their df far ok 
gtifiring^ they come iu waking a riot one and vnru^ 
ly noife, with Torches in their hands. 

Comus^ The ftarre that bids the Shepheard fold. 
Now the top of heav'n doth hold. 
And the gilded Garrcof Day 
His glowing Axle doth allay,. 
In the fieepe t^ttantik flreame, 
A nd the-flope Sun his upward beame 
Shoots againft the duskie Pole , 
Pacing toward the other gole 
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of bis ChaB&erlo^Eaft. . 

Meaqc while weicome Joy, andFd^, 

Midhight QmkiS^dxcvchk^ 

Tip(fe ctence, and JoMfc 

Braid your JLoclcs with iroficTwinc, 

Dropping cJdours, dr<^pii^ Wine* 

Rigor now isgone tobed^ 

Arid Advice with fcrupuloushead , 

Strict Age, and fowre Scveriti& 

W4(h their graue Sawes in (lumber tie« 

Wc that are of pu^cr ftre; 

Jmmitate the ftarriequirc^ 

Who intheir nightly watehfuU Spheares , 

tead in fwift round the Months atid Yeares* 

The Sounds; and Seas with all tbdk f&mie oroye^ 

Now to the iVIoone in waverine; Morrice move^ 

And onthe^tawny lands and Shelves, 

Tripthepert Fairicsandthe dapper Elvcs} 

By dimpled Brooke, aind Fountame brim^ 

The Wood«l)ymphs deckt with daifiestrim^ 

Their merry wakes, and paftimes kcepe. 

What hath night to doe with fleepe t 

Night hath tetter fwcets to prbvc^ 

Feffus now wakeis, and wakens Love^c 

Come let us our rights begin 

*Tis onelydayjightthat makes Sin 

Which thefe dun fliades will ne're report. 

Haile Goddefle of Nodhirnall fport 

Dark-vafld Cfitytt0, t'whom thefecret flame 

Of mid.night Torches burnes 5 myfterious Dame 

That ne're at calfd, butwhcn the Dragon wobnse 

Of Stygian darknefle fpets her thickieft gloome 
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And malccs one blot of all theaire , 

Stay thy clowdie Bbon chaired, 

Wherein thou rid'ft with titcAt^ and befriend 

Vs thy vow'd Priefts, till utraoft end 

Of all thy dues be done, and none left out 

Ere the blabbing Eafteme fcout 

The nice Morne on thUnJiaft fteepe 

From her cabin'd Joop hole pcepe , 

And to the tcl-tale Sun difcry 

Our conceald Soleoanity.. 

Come, knit hands, and beate the ground 

In a light fantaftick round. 

Breake off, hreake off, I feele the different pace 

Of fomerhaft footing neere about this ground^ 

Run to your (hrouds, within thcfe Brakes, and Trees 

Our number may affright : .Some Virgin furc 

(For £o I can diftinguifli by mine Art) 

Benightedin tbefc woods. Nowtomycharroes 

And to my wilie trains, I fliall c're long 

Be well ftock't with as fairca Heard as grazed 

About my Mothpr CirctM Thus I huric 

My dazling Spells into the fpungie aire 

Of power to chcatc the eye with bleare illufion, 

And give it falfe prcfcntments, left tKe place 

And my queint habits breed aftonifliment , 

And put the Damfelto fufpicious .flight. 

Which muftnotbe^r that's againft my courfe J 

I under feire pra^tents of friendly ends. 

And weJ plac't words of glozine courtefic 

Baited wicb reafoas jiotunphufible 
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(7) 
Wind me into thccdlic hearted juanj^ 
And hug him intofnares j when once her eye 
Hath met the ver tue of this Magick duft, 
I (hail appeare (bmc harmlefle Villager 
Whom thrift keepes up about his Country gearfi 
But here (he comes, I fairly ftep afide 
And.hearkcn , if I may , her buifheflfe here. 

The Ladk enters. 

This way the noife was, if mine eare be true 
My beft guide now, me thought it was the found 
Of Riot, and ill manag'd Merriment, 
Such as, the jocond Flute, orgamefomc Pipe 
Stirs up among the loofe unleter'd Hinds 
When for their teeming Flocks, and granges fufl 
In wanton dance they praife the bounteous Pan^ 
And thanke the gods amifle. I fliould be loath 
To meet tlierudenefle, and fwiird infolencc 
Of fuoh laO^ WalJailers ; yet 6 where elfc 
Shall I informe my unacquainted feet 
In the blitid mazes of this tangled wood i 
My Brothers whcjn they faw me wearied out 
With thisIpBg way,YefoIvinghere to lodge 
Vnderthe fpreading favour of thefc Pines 
Stept as they fe'd to the ne*t Thicket fide 
To bring me Berries, or fiich cooling fruit 
As the kjndhofpitable woods provide. 
They left me then, when the gray-hooded Ev*n 
Like a fad Votatift in Pahners weeds* 
Rofe from the hindmoft wheels of Phcehns waine. 
But where they are, and why they came not back 

Is now the labour of my thoughts, 'tis likelieft 

They 



(8) 

They had ingag*dtlwii^^^ri^^fl«P*too &r. 
And envioU^ darkneffe^'re they could retuihe, 
Had^olnc them froiiwne , elfe othecvilh Night 
Why iliouldft thoU) but for fome fellonious end 
In thy darke lan^ernethU$£lo(e up the^tars. 
That iMture hung in Heav'n, hnd nll'd their lamps 
With everlafting oifetagive due light 
To the miflcd , and lonely Trav^cri 
This is the place, as^ well aS I may guefle 
Whence even now the tumult otloud Nfath 
Was fifc^ and perfe<S in my Uftehing csue , 
Yet nought but fingle darkncflfe doe I find. 
What might this be i a thoufaiKl fantafies 
Begin tothrong intp my memorle 
ofcaUiOgftape^^andheckning fliadows dire. 
And ay rie tongues^ that fyl table mens names 
On San^s^ and Shoars , and dcfert Wildernefles. 
Thefe thoughts may ft'artle well^ but not aftound 
'the vcrtuouSimind, that ever walks attend&d 
By a ftrong fiding champion Confcience. ^ * ■ 

welcome pure- ey*d Faith, white-handedHopc 
Thou flittering Angel girt with golden wii^ 
And thou unblenjifhtibrme of Chaftidc 

1 fee yee vifibly, And now^beleeve 

That he, the Supreme good, t'whom allthingsill 
Are but as flavilli olficers of vengeance 
Would fend a gliftring Guardian if need were 
To keepe my life, and honour unalfaird. 
Was I deceived , or did a fable cloud 
Tume forth her filver lining on the night i 
I did not erre, there does a fables cloud 
Tume forth her filver lining on the night 
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And cafts a gleame over thishifted Grove. 
I cannot hallow to nay Brothers ^ imt 
Such noire as I can mafce to belicard firdeft 
He venter, for my new ehliv^nd fpixits 
Prompt me J and they perhaps a^c mi farrc oE 

Stveei ecBif , fveetefl ITympb that li<t/fi unfcem 

Within thy ayriejhfff 

By Jim Mtander's margem greene, 
i^nd in the vioUt-imbnide/d vxle 

Whm the love-lofnc Kighiingdt 
Nightly to thee her fad Song mounieth i^iU^ 

Canff theii not tell me of^gentUPaire 
Hhat Ukefi thy NarciffiiS 4/-^^ 

O if thou have 
Hid ihem jn fome flowrie Cave, 
Teiliw but where 
Smet ^een ofP4rlie, Daughter of the Sphdte, 
So main thouhetranjlated to the skies , 
And give refunding grace W atlHeav'ns Harmonies^ 

Com. Can any mortal! mtsctate of Earths mould 
Breath fuch Divine inchattting raviihrnetft? 
Sure fomcthing holy lodges in thatbrcft. 
And with thefe raptures moves the vocal aire 
To teftifiehi^. bidden rcfidence; 
How fwe^y did they float liponthe wings 
Of Silence, thrbugb the cmptie-vaulted.night 
At every falLfmoothin^ the Raven downt? 
Of daricneffe till/hefiml'd : I have oftttcard 
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My mothet Cim with the Sirenstihrec 

Ainidft the flowrk-kirtl'd tltiades 

Culling their Potent hearbs , and bglefull drugs 

Who as they fiing , wOulU take the jpfon'd foule 

And lap kin £iy(ittm, Siyffavfcpt, 

And chid her barking waves into attention , 

And fell Charjbdis murraurM foft applau(e : 

Yet they in pleafing flumber luU'd thfe fenfe 

And in Tweet m^dntfTe rob'd it of it (elfe. 

But llich a facred, an^ home-felt delighr^ 

Such lober ccrtakttj^ of^ waking bliile 

I never heard till now. lie fpeake to her 

And fhe fhall be my Qj^eene. Hailc forreine wonder 

'Whom certaine thefe rough fhades did never breed 

Vnleffethe Goddeffe-that inrundlflirine 

Dwdl'ft here with.P4/i, or Sitvant by blcft Song 

Forbidding every bkake unkindly Vpg 

To touch the profpnous growth of this tdt wood. 

La, Nay gentle Shepherd ill is loft that praife 
That isaddrcft totKiattending Eares,, 
Not any boaft of skill, but e^treanie ihift 
How to r^aine my fevef'd companie 
Compelled me to awake the courteous Echo* 
Togiveme dofw^i; from hermetic Couch. 
O. What chance good Ladie hadi bereft yOuihus f 
La, Dim daricnefle, and this leavtel«abyruith'« 
O. . Could that divide you from -neere-ufi^rli^ 
La, They left me weary on ft grafficterfe. (guidesf 
Co, By raMhood,ordifcourte«c,on>?;hyf 
La, Td (eeke i'th vally (bme coblefi-iendly Spring. 
Co, And left your faire fidc-all unguarded Ladie i 
L; They were but t warn, & purpos'^ qukk return. 
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Co. Perhaps fbre-ftalling night prevented thcnir 
La. Howeafie my misforrune isxo hit ! 
Co. Imports thek iofle, befidc the prajfent need t 
La. No leilc jth^nit I Ihould my brothers lofe, 
C^. We Jc they ot m^nly primc,or youthful bloom? 
La. Asfmooth iiffeh's their unrazord lips. 
Co. Two loch 1 faw, what time the laboured Oxc 
In his loote traces from the furrow came , 
Apd the fwink't bedger at his Supper fate j 
I faw them under agreene majtitling vine 
That crawls along the fide of yon Imall hill , 
Plucking ripe clufters from the tender flioots. 
Their port w?is more then humainej aj they ftoodj> 
I tooice ic £)r a faerie vifion 
OF fome gay creatures of the element 
That in the colours of the Rainbow live 
Andplay i'th plighted clouds , I was aw-ftrooke ^ 
And as I paft^ I worfliipt j if thofc you fceke 
It were a [ourny like the path to hcav'n 
To helpe you nnd them^ La. Gentle villager 
What readied way would bring me to that place f 
Co. Due weft it rifes from this flirubbie point. 
La. To find out that good fliepheard I rappofe 
In fuch a fcant allowance of ftarre fight 
Would overtask the be ft land-pilots art 
Without the fureguefle of wcll-pradiz-d feet 

Co. I know each lane; and every alley §reenc 
Dingle , or bufhie dell of this wilq wood ^ 
And every boskicbburne from ffdeto fide 
My daylic walks^ndaridient neighhonrboodj 
And if your Amy attendance be yet lodg'd 
Or fhroudwkhinirhefe limits, I mall kAOW 
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Ere morrow wake ^ or the low-roofted larkc 

From her thach*t palate rowFe , if otherwife 

I can condud^ you Ladle to a low 

But loy all cottage , where you may be fafe 

Till further qucit V La^ Shepheard I take thy word. 

And truft thy honcft ofier'd cpurtefie. 

Which oft is fooner found in- lowly fiieds 

With unoakie rafters^ then in tapftrie halls^ 

And courts of Poaces , whjere it iirft was nam'd > 

And yet is mod praetcnded : in a place 

Lefle warranted thtn this^ or lefle (ecttre 

I cannot be^ that I fiiould feare to change it, 

Eye inebjcft ProvJdcnce,.and fquare my triall 

To my projiof tiott'd ftrcngth...5bephcard lead on.--^ 

T:h€WO BmHers. 

JEtdho. Vnmufie yecfaint:ftaf s^andthou feh: moon 
That wontft to love the travailers benizon 
Stoope thy pale yi/age tbroiigh aa amber cloud 
Ahd difinheiit Cy&^^/>.that raigns I^erc 
In double night of darknefle, and of (hades $ 
Cr if your itiflpencebe quite daram'd up 
With black ufurpi^gmifts/fon^ 
Though a i.a(h candlcfirom the- wicker hole 
Of fotiie clay habitaiion vifit us 
WiA thy long lerell 'd rule of ftreaming light 
And thou (halt be our (larre of xjtrcnile 
Or 7jyr/4» Cyttofiire. 2 tr^. ©r if our eyes 
Bebarr'd that bappintr(&, might we butheaift 
The folded flocks pep'd in their wailed cotes^ 
Or found of pafloral reed W;ith oareii 0ops^ 
Or whiftle from the Lodge^ or village code 

Cotittc 
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Countthe fiight watches to his fcathcrieDames, 
T 'would bt lomc folacc yet ^ £bmc littte dieating 
In this dofe dungeon of innumerous bowes. 
But 6 that haplcf^ virgin our loft (ifler 
Where may fhc wancter now ^ whcthct betake her 
From the chill dcw^amongft rude burs and thiftles 5 
Perhaps fome cold banke is her boulftcr now 
Or 'gainft the rugged barke of (bme broad Elme 
Leans her unpiilow'd head fraugt^ with fad fears. 
What if in wild anjiazement, arid affright 
Or while we fpcakc within the direfull grafpc 
Of Savage hunger, or of Savage heatf 

jBld: bre. Peace brother, be not over exquificc 
To caft the faftion of uncertaine evils j 
Tor grant they be fo , while they reft unknownc 
What need a man foreftall his date of gricfe 
And run to meet' what l|ie would moft avoid i 
Of if they be but falfe alarms of Feare 
How bitter is fuch felfe-delufion f ^ 
I doe not thinke my fiftcr fo tofeeke^ 
Or fo unprincipl'd in vertues book 
And the fweet peace that goodncfle boforas ever 
As that the fingle want of light , and noife 
(Not being in danger ,.as 1 truft (he is not) 
Could ftir the conftant mood of her calme thoughts 
And put them into mi(- becomming plight. 
Vertue could fee to doe what vertue would 
By her ownetadiant light, though Sun and Moon^ 
Were in the flat Sea (iinck , and Wifdomsfelfe 
Oft feeks to (weet retired Solitude 
Where with her beft nurfe Contemptatioo 
She plumes hcr fcajchers, and lets grow her wings 
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That&ithcvariousbuftlc of rcfort 
Were all to rufH'd ^ and fomaimes impait^d. 
He tha; has light within his owne clecrc brcft 
May fit i'th center^ and enjoy bright day. 
But be chat hides a darke ioule , and fouk thoughts 
Benighted walks under the mid^^day Son^ 
Himlelfe is his owne dungeon. 

2. Bro. 'Tismofttroe 
That mufing meditation moftaffe^s 
The Penfive fccrecie of defert cell 
Farre from thechecrcfull haunt of n»dn , and heards. 
And fics as fafeas in a Senat houfe 
For wbo would rob an Hermit of his weeds 
His few bookSj^or his beades , or maple difli, 
Or doe his gray hairs any violence < 
Butbeautie hbe thefaire Hefperiantree 
Laden witbblooming gold , had need the guard 
Of dragon watch with unmchanted eye 
To fave her blolToms , and defend her fruit 
From the rafh h^nd of bold Incontinence. 
You may as well fpread out the unfun'd heaps 
Ofxoifeis treafure by an outlaws d^ti 
And tell me it is (afc^ asi)id me hope 
Danger will winke on opportunitie 
And let a fiiiglehelplefle mayden pafle 
Vninjur^d in this wild furrwnding waft. 
Of night, or lonelynefle it recks me not 
I feare the dred events, that dog them both, 
left fame iU greeting touch attempt the perfbn 
Of our unowned fiftcr. 

Eld. Br 0. Ido^notbrorher 

Inferrc^asif I thoughtmy fiftcrs ftatc 

Secure 
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Secure without all doubt , or controverfxe : 
Yet where an equall poife of hope , and feaare 
Does arbitrate tn' event ,.my nature is 
That lenclineto hope ^ratnei then fcare 
And gladly banifhfquint fufpicion. 
My nfter IS notfodefenceleflc left 
Asyouimagine)(hchasa hidden fttength 
Which you remember not, 

2 . Sn. yv hat hidden ftrength 
Vnleffe^he ftrength of heav'n , if ftieanc that i 

Eld. Bro. I meane that too^but yet a hidden ftrength 
W hich if heav'n gave it^ may be term'd her owne : 
'Tischaftitie, my brother, cnaftitie : 
She that has that, is clad in cora|rfeat fteele , 
And like a quiver'd nymph witharrowes keenc 
May trace huge forrefts^ and unharbour'd heaths 
Infamous hills , and fandie perillous wilds 
Where through the facred rays of chaftitie 
No favage fierce ^ bandite , or mountanccttf 
Will dare to foy le her virgin puritie 
Yea there, where very defblation dwells 
By grots , and caverns fliag'd with horrid fhades ^ 
She may pafle on with unblench't majeftie 
Be it not done in pride, or in pre/umption. 
Some fay Jio cvill thing that walks by night 
In fog, or fire, by lake, or mporifli fen 
Blew meager hag, or ftubhorne unlay d ghoft 
That breaks his magicke chaines at curfcu time 
No goblin, or fwart Faerie of the mine 
Has hurtful! power ore true virgimry. 
Doeyee beleeve me.yet , or (hall I call 
Antiquity from the old fchools of Greece 

To 



To tcftific the amies o£ Ghaftkie? 

Hence had the hiintrcflc D/>» her dxcd bow 

Paire filvcr-fliafted Qucene for ever chaft 

Wherewith we tam'd the bxihded lionefle. 

And (potted mountaine pard , but fet at nought 

The frivolous bolt oi Cupid, gods and men 

Fear'd her fterne frowJie^ (he was queen oth' woods, 

What was that foakie headed Ctrgw (heild 

That wile MinervA wore ^ unconquer'd virgin 

Wherewith (he frcez'd hc;r foes to cotigeal'd fione. f 

But r%id looks of Chaft auftcritic 

And noble grace that, dafli't brute violence. 

With ludden adoration ; andblancke aw. 

So cieare to heaV'o ts feintly chaftitlc 

That when a fouje is found fincerely fb., 

A thousand Uyeried-angels fackic her 

Driving farre off each thing^of (inne, and girilf, 

Andincleeredreame^ and fblemne vi/icir 

Tell her of things that nagrofleearecaniiearc. 

Till oft convert with heav'niy habitants 

Begin to caft a bearoc on th' outward fhapc 

Tlic unpolluted temple of the mind 

And tiirhes it by degrees to the fouls eflcncc 

Till ail bee made immortall; but. when luft 

By utichaft look$,loore gefturcs, and foule talke 

But moft by leud ,,and laviih a<9: of fin 

iLcts in defilenaent to the inward parts ^ 

The foule growcs clotted by contagion , 

Imbodie >^ and imbrutes , till (he quite loofc 

The divine propertic of her firft being. 

Such are thofe thick , and gloomic (hadows damp 

Qft fccne in Charnell vaults^ and Sepulche;s 
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Hovering J and fitting by a new made grave 
As loath tojeave the body that it lov'd^ 
And Unk't it fclfc by carhall fenfiialitie 
To a degenerate and degraded ftate^ 

2 Bro. How charming is divine Philpfophie! 
Not harfli, and crabbed as dull fools fuppofe^ 
Bat muficall as is 4foRo*s lute , 
And a perpetuall feaft of nedar'd (wcets 
Where no crude furfet raigns. EUhro. Lift^lift I heare 
Some farre off hallow breake the iilent aire. 

2 Bro. Me thought fo too, what fliould it be i 

Bid: bro. For certaine 
Either fome one like us night founder'd here^ 
Or elfe fome neighbour wood man, or at worft 
Some roaving robber calling to his fellows. 

2 Bro. Heav'n keepe niy fifter, agcn aged and neer^ 
Bcfl: draw , and ftand upon our guard. 

Eldihro. He hallow^ 
If he be friendly he comes well, if net 
Defence is a good caufe^^and Hcav'n be for us. 

"the attendant Sprit habited like ajhefheard. 

That hallow I ftiould know, what are you, fpeake. 
Come not too neere, you fall oti iron (lakes clfe. 
Spir. WhatYoiceis that^my yong Lord? fpeak agen» 
a Bro. O brother 'tis my father Sliepheard Aire. 
Bldr bro. Thjrfts? whofe^rtfiill ft rains have oft de- 
The huddling brook to heare his madrigale , (layd 
And fweettn'd every muSVrofe of the dale, 
How cam's thou hetegood Swaine, hath any ram 
Slip't from the fold /or yong kid loft his dam. 
Or flraggling weather the pen t flock forfook , 
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Howcouldft thon find this darlce fequeftcr*d noolc i 
Sfir. O my lovM mafters heirc, ^nd his next joy 
I came not here on fuch a triviall toy 
As a ftrayd Ewe^ or to purfue theflcaJth 
OF pilfering woffe, not all the flecdc weakH 
That doth enrich t!^fe dovvns is worth a tboi^bt 
To this my errand^ and the care it brought* 
But 6 my virgin Ladie where i^fbc , 
How chance ihe is not in your companie t 

Eld:hroJTo tell thee fadly fliepheard^without blame 
Or pur negleia:^ wee^loft her as wee came^ 
Sfiri Aye me unhappic thetuny fears are true. 
eU: bri^. What fears good Thyrjisf prethee briefly 
Sfir.^ He tell you^ 'tis not vaine, or fabulous {(bcWo 
(Though fo eftccm'd by flallow ignorance) 
What the fage Poets taught by th'heaVnly Mu& 
Storied of old in high immortaS verfe 
Of dire Chimtms and inchanted lies 
And rifted rocks whofe entrance leads to hell. 
For fuch there be^ but imbcliefe is blind. 

Within the navill of this hideous wood 
Immur'd in cyprefTe fhades a Sorcerer dwells 
OiHAcchusy aiw of Circt borne, great C^mtis^ 
^Deepe sIcdMin all his mothers witcheries. 
And here to every thirffie wanderer 
By flie enticement gives his baneful! cpp 
With many murmurs mixt, wbofc pleafing poif(»i 
The vifage quite tnmsfoims of him that drinks. 
And the inglorious Kkenefle of a beaft 
Fixes inflead , unmouldingreafons mintage* 
Ghara^Jler'din the face; this have I learn*t 
Tending my flocks hard by Tih hilly crofts 
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JThat brow th^bottome glade ^whence night by night 

He and his inonfiTpus rout are heard to howie 

Like ftabFd wolves, or tigers at their prey 

Doing abhorred rites to Hecate 

In their obfcui^d haunts of inmoft bowres. 

Yet have they raany baits , and guilefiiU fpclk 

T'inveigle , and invite th'uawaric fcafc 

Of them that paflc unweetingby the way. 

This evening late by then the chewing flocks 

Mad ra'ne their fupper on the favourie herbe 

Of Knot-grafs dew-belp rent^ and were in fold 

I fate me downe to watch upon a bank 

With iviecanopied, and interwove 

tvith flaunting noriy.fuckle , and began 

Wrapt in a pleafing fit ot melancholy 

To meditate my rural mlnftrelfie 

Till fancie had her fill ^ but ere a cloie 

The wonted roare was up amidft the woods. 

And fiUd the aire wit^h b^barous diflbnatKe 

At which I^eas^^dliften'd them a while 

Till aaundoall ftop of fudden filence 

Gave lefpit to the drowfie frighted fteeds 

That draw the Ktt^r of dofe-curtain'd fleepc. 

At laft a folt, aiid-folemhe breathing found 

Kofe like a ftcawe of rich diftiird Perfiimes 

And ftoic upon the aife , tbat even Silence 

Wastoote e*rcflie.was ware, and wifli*t flie might 

Deny her .naturae, and be never more 

Scili to be fo difplac't. I \<ras all eare , 

And took in ftrains that might create a foule 

Vnder the ribs of Death , bur 6 ere long 

Too well I ^id perceive it was the voice 
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Of my moft honoured Lady your dearc filler. 
Amaz d I ftood, harrow'd with gricfc and fcare. 
And 6 poere h^^leffe fiightingale thought I 
How fwcet thou fing'jl ^ how necrcthe deadly fnare i 
Then downethe lawns I ran with headlong haft- 
Through paths, and turnings often trodby day 
Till guided by mine catc I ?ound the place 
Where thardamd wiftrdhidin flie difguifc 
(For fo by certain figns I knew) had met. 
Alrcadie, ere my beft (peed could pracvent 
The aidlelTe innocent L^die his wiin't prey. 
Who gently asfc't if he bad feenc fuch two 
Suppofing him fome neighbour villager 5 
Longer Ldurit not ftay, burfponc I gucfs't 
Yce were the two fl^e mean't^ witbthat I fprung 
Into fwift flight till I had found yoii here^ 
But farther know I not:' iBro. O night and Ihades* 
How are yee joytfd wiAhell in triple knot 
Againftfh*unarm6d^weaknefleOf one virgin 
Alone, and helpleflei is this the confidence 
You gave me brothci^ tf £U: bfi^. Yes.and keep it ftill. 
Leane on it faftly , not a period 
Shall beunfaid for me j 'againft the threats 
Of chalice or of forcerie, or that power 
which erring men ca!U Chaticej. this I hold firme , 
Vertue, maybe aflaird , but never hart , 
Surpriz* d by linjuft for<e , but not enthralfd , 
Yea even that which mifchiefe meanttnoft harme j 
Shall in the happietriallprove moft glorie* 
But evil 1 on it (elfe (hallbacke recoyle 
And mixe no more with goodnefle,when at laft 
Gathe/d like fcum \ andfetl'dco it feife. 
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leihanbeeiti etetfiallrefttefleckafige 
Sdfefed , and felfe cotinint'd^lf^this Me 
The pUlar'd firmamenc is rottenneffo. 
And earths bafebuilc on (hdi^te. But come let*S(»i 
y^amilth'oppofiog will and armeof hcav'o 
May never this juft ^ord be lifted up^ 
Bi^ for thatdamn'din3giclaa,iet him begirt 
with all the greifly legions that troope 
Vnder the.fbotierfl^of c^^Wm ^ 
Hdrfyiesmd HjK^^'y^orallthenicmftrousbugs 
"twixt i^frifa^md indt^ Ue find bhn out 
And force him ^refiocefaispurdtafe backe 
Or drag him by tiiecurles ^andcleavchisfcalpfr 
Bowne to the hipps» 

Sfir. Alasgoosa veAtrous:youtb, 
Ilove thy courage yet, -and bold ^prife. 
But here thy fvvord can doe thee little flead^ 
Farre other arms, and other weapons mufli 
Be thofe that quell'themight of heltiih charms, 
He with his bare wand can nnthied thy joynts 
And crumble all thy ilnewes. 

Eld.Br0. Why prethee ffiepheard 
How durft thouHien thyfetfeapprodch lo neere 
As to make -this relation < 

Sftin, Care and utmoft fliifiy 
How to ftcure the tadifi from fiirprifall 
Brought to my mind a cerraincllicphcard lad 
Of fmall regard to fee to, yet well skiil'd 
In every v^evtciousphtn ^and healing berbe 
Thatfpreds her verdant Icafe toth' mOttnflgray , 
He" lov'd me well , and oft-would'bcg me fing. 
Which when I did. he onthetendorgraile 
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Woulid fit, and hearlceneveQ to extalie , 
And in requitall <^ ^ teather'n (cdpy 
And (hew me £mples o^a tliou&nd sames 
Telling theiirftrat^, and vinous Bkoiaes, 
Amongft the rella ftnall unS^tfy* rooe , 
But of divine e£fe^ hd euU'cLmeont^ 
Theleafe W8s*dat^,^nd had pxickles'onit ^ 
But in another Couotiae ^^as he aid , 
Bore a bright golden fiowre, butnotln this foyle : 
Vnknowne,.and like efteem'd, and the diitl iWayne 
Treads on it dayly witii his donted Dioone, 
And yet more mei'cinali ish^tiientbat \M9lj 
That ff4rmes ortee to wife ^Ijifif gave, 
He cali'd it Hdmany , and gave it me 
And bad me keepeit a$.of ibveraineu(e 
Gainft all inchantments y mildew bIaft^,or <lamp 
Or gaftly furies a]^riti(m; 
I purft it up , but little reckoning made 
Till now laat this extremity coii^Kli'd^ 
But now I£nd it tnie , foe by dii&means 
I knew the foule inchanterthoi^ di^t^i^ 
lEnter'd the very Iimetw%s of he Cpem^ 
And yet come QfiT^tf* you &ve this about yon 
< As I \yill give you when wee goe)youinay 
Boldly aflault the necromancers hall , 
Whereifhe be^ widi dsomtleiSe hardihood 
And brandifh't blade lu&on him , bicake his gl^. 
And filed the lufliionsHquorontfae ground 
But ieafe bis wand , ihou^ he^uid hiscurft ctew 
Feirce ^^eof baitallemakeyand menace high. 
Or like the (bns of ynkdnyoaA fmoake , 
Yet will they foone setice, if hebut ihridcc 
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Eld. Bro. Ttyrfiflead ondpace l]c£>lIow thee^ 
And fome goocl angeU beatt a iheildbefore us. 

The Scene Chames toajhteh pafacefet eu^mthatl 
manner efdaicimpufe , fofi mujicke, enbles fired 
mthdtt dainties 4 C^mavi$appe^esmt%lfif rdble^ 
and the Ladiepain an inchanted chair e to tphom he 
offers hAglajje, which Jhe fnts bj, and ^oes about 
tO' rff% 

Copnus. Nay Eadiefit 5 if f but wave thiswand ^ 
Your ncrvs arc all chained up in alablaflicr, 
And you a llatue 3 or as D^hnewas 
Root bound that fled jifolU^ 

La. Foole doe ncirboaf^. 
Thou cjinft not touch die f recdomeof my mind 
Withall thy charras^akhoughthis corporal! rind 
Thotthaft imraanacrd , lyhilc hcav'^ fees good* 

Co. WhyarryouvextL^ie^whydoeyoufrowne;: 
Here dwell no frowf»iinor anger, from thefe gales 
Sorrow ftiesfarre : fee here beall the pleafcrs 
That fancie can beget on youthlull thoughts 
When the hrfh blood grows lively ^ and teliiitis 
Brisk z^ the AffH buds in primro^ t^S^* 
And firft behold this cordial 'julep fiete 
"l^hat flamesj^nd dances in his cryftflU bounds^ 
With fpiritsofbalmc, and fragrantfyrop$in«t* 
Notthat 2fefentbes which rhe^wife of r^;i# 
In Mgyft gave to l^ve borne Hctena^ , 
Is Of luch power to >ftirre «p Joya* this. 
To life (b friendly^ or focoo^cto thirft# 
Why fliould you ©c fo crucll to your felfti^ 



/^d to thofe dmxk Umms wUch nattrce Ien£ 
For gentle ufagc^ and foft delicacic f 
But you invert the covenants of her truft.^ 
And harflily dcalc like .an ill borrower 
Withthacwhicbyouxeceiv^d onother termcs, 
Scormngthe uoexempt condition. 
By which all mdrtall frailty muft febfift^ 
Refrefliment ^fter toile, eafe after paine. 
That have been tir'd all day without repaft , 
And timely reft have wanted, but ftirc virgin 
This will reftore all foone^ 

La. T'will not felfc traitor, 
Twill not reftore the truth and honpfiie 
That thou haft baniflrt from thy tongue with lies. 
Was this the cottage, and.the fate abode 
Thou told'ft me of f what grim afpe(5fe arc thefe, 
Tifiefe oi^gly-headed monfterS? Mercie guard me I 
Henc? with thy brewd indictments foule deceiver. 
Haft thou betray 'd my credulous innocence 
Wkh vifor'd falflipod , and bafc forgerie. 
And wouldft thou feek againe to trap me here 
With lickerifli baits fit to enfiiare a brute i 
Were k a draft for /«w when flie banquetsr 
I would nottaft thy treafonous offer; none 
But fueh as are good men can give good things^ 
And thai: which is not good , is nor delicious 
To a welrgovern'd isind wile appetite. 

Co. O foolitlMicflfe of men I thatlend their cares 
To thofe budge doctors of the Smck furre. 
And fetch their precepts from the Cy^ick tub, 
Praifing the leane, $nd fallow Abftinehce. 
Wherefore did Naturepowrc feer bounties forth 

With 
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With fuch n fiill and tiawithdrawing hafd , 
Coveting the earth with odours, fruity ana flocks 
Thronging the Teas wittji fpawne innumerable 
But all to pleafe, and (ateniecurious tafl; i 
And fet to work millions of ipinning worms, 
That in their green ihops weave the rmboth*har'd filk 
To deck her S6ns, and that no comer m^hc 
Be vacant of her pl^ntie, iti her oyrtic Uytts 
She hurch't th'all worihipc ore, aiid precious gems 
To ftore her children with $ if all the world 
Should in a pet of temperance feed on Pulfe^ 
Drink tHe clear Areame, and nothing weare but Frdze,. 
TK'aU-rdver would beunthafik*t,wouldbc unprais'd, 
Nothalfe his'riches known, and yet delpis'd. 
And we ihould ierve him as a grudglngmafter, 
Asa penurious niggard of his we^th , 
And live li^e Natures baftards, not her Ions, 
Who would be quite furchacg'd with her own weight. 
And ftrangi'd wit^ her waft fertilitie j ( plume^ 
Th'eanh cumber'd , and the wiog'd aire dark't with 
The heards would over*inuItitude their Lords , 
The (ea ore-ftaught would iweU » and th'unfbi^ht^'^ 
Would Co emblaze the forehead of j^he Deep^ (mbdds 
And Co beflndde with ftars that they below 
Would groty inur'd to light, andcomeat laft 
To gaze upoh-the StUMx^hihamelefs brdws. 
Lilt Ladie be not coy, and be notcoienrd 
With that (ame.vaunt<sdmme Virginitie, 
Beautie isjuatures coine^ muft hot ^ hoorded. 
But muH: beci^nt,ana tbegobd thereof 
Confifts in mutton arid part»ceobliflle, 

Vnfavourie ia di'injoymeni: of it felfe 
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If you let flip time , Kkc a negledcd tbfe 
It withers on the ftalke with languifli't head., 
Beautie is rratures brag , and mud be ihowne 
In courts, at feafts , and high fblcmnities 
Where moft may wonder at the workmanfliip^ 
It is for homely features to keepe home. 
They had their name thence; coarfe comple^ons 
And cheeks of forrie graine will fcrve to ply 
The fampler,and to teize the hufwifes wooll, 
What need a vermeil-tindur'd lip for that 
Love- darting eyes, or trefTes like the Morne 
There was another meaning in thefc gifts f 
Thinke what , and be ad viz'd, you are but yong yen 

La. I had not thought to have unlockt my lips 
In thjs unhallow'd aire, but that this Jugler 
Would thinke to charm? my judgement, as mine eyes 
Obtruding falfe rules pranckt in reafons garbe#. 
I hate when vice can bolt her argumeiits 
And vcrtue has no tongue to chcck.hfi^r pride : 
Impoftor doe not charge moft innocent nature 
As if (he would her children (hould be riotous 
With her abundance, (he good catereflc 
Means her pro vifion only to the good 
That live according to her fober laws 
And holy di<Slate of fpare Temperance , 
If cveiy juft man that now pines with want 
Had but a moderate, and befbeming (hare 
Of that which lewdy-parapcr'd Luxurie 
Mow heaps upon fome few with vaft eicceflfe. 
Natures full blfeffings would be well difpent't. 
In unfuperfluous even proportion. 

And ihc.no whit^ncombcr'd with her (lore. 

And 
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And then the giver would be better thank* t. 
His pndfe due paid, for fwinifli gluttony 
Ne'rc looks to heav'n amidll his gorgeous feaft, 
But with bcfotted bafc ingratitude 
Cramms , and hlafphcmes his feeder. Shall I goc on ? 
Or have I faid enough i to him that dares 
Arme his profane tongue with reproachful! words 
Againft the Sun- clad power of Chaftitie 
Faine would I fomething fay, yet to what end? 
Thou haft nor Earc ^ nor Soule to apprehend 
The fublime notion, and high myfterie 
That mud be utter'd to unfold the fage 
And ferious do(5trine of Virginitie , 
And thou art worthy that thoU flioiildft not know 
More hapinefle then this thy pra?(cnt lot. 
Enjoy your decre Wit , and gay Rhetorick 
That hath fo well beene taught herdazling fence. 
Thou art not fit to hcare thy felfe convinc't j 
Yet (hould I trie, the uncoutrouled worth 
Of this purccaufe would kindle my rap*t fpirits 
To fuch a flame of facred vehemence , 
That dumb things would be mov'dto fympathize. 
And the brute Earth would lend her nerves,and ihakc. 
Till all thy m^gick ftrudlurifs rear d fo high 
Were (hatter'd into heaps ore thy falfc head, 
Co. She fables not, I fecle that I doe feare 
Heir words fet off by feme fuperior power j 
And though not mortal!, yet a cold'fhuddring dew 
Dips me all o* e, as when the wrath ot rove 
Speaks thunder, and the chaines o(*Erebus 
To fome of Satmns crew. I muft diflcm We, 

And try her yetuiore ftrongly • Comes no more, 

E 2 This 
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This Is meere morall babble , and diit& 
Againft the canon laws of our.foundation , 
I muft not fuffer this , yet 'tis but the lees 
And jR^tlings of a melancholy blood $ 
But this will cure all ft reight, one fip of this 
Will bathe the drooping fpirits indehght 
Beyond the blHTc of dreams, Bewife,andtaft.— 

The brothers rujh in mth (words dtdwne , wrtU hU 
gUfft out of his hand, and breake it againji the 
ground i his rout nfakeftgneofrefiffance, but arc 
dH driven in j the attendant S fir it comes in. 

Sfir. What J have you let the falfeenchanter (cape i 
O yee miftooke, yee fliotild have Inatcht his wand 
And bound him iaftj without his rod revcrs% 
And backward mutters of diflevering power 
Wee cannot free the Ladie tbat fits here 
In ftoniefctters fixt^ and mojionlefle 5 
Yet ftay^ be not difl:urb'd, now I bethinke me. 
Some other meanes I have Which may beus'd^ 
Which once of (Melibdus old I learnt 
The footheft ft)epheard that ere pipe'ton plains. 

There is a gentle nymph not ferre from hence 

Thatwithmoift curb fway? the finooth Seyern ftrcam^ 

Sabrina is her name , a virgin pure-^ 

Whilome fhee was the dapghter of tocrine^ 

That had the fcepter from his father Brute. 

She guiltleffe damlell flying the mad purfiutr 

Of her enraged ^t^2xtiiGuendolen .. 

Commended her faireinnocenceto the flood* 

That ftay'd her flight with his crofle*flowing courfe. 

The 
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The water Nymphs that in the bottome playd 
Held up their pearled wrifts and tooke her in , 
/Bearbg her ftraite to aged Nereus hall 
jWho piteous of her woes reatd her lanke head^ 
vVnd gave her to his daughters to imbathe 
In nedfar'd lavers ftrewd with afphodil , 
And through the porch, and inlet of each fehfc 
Dropt in ambrofialoylestill (hereviv'd , 
And underwentaxjuicke ^ immortall change 
Made goddcfle of the river 5 ftill fhc retaines 
Her maiden gentleneffe^ and oft at eve 
Vifits the heards along the twilight meadows. 
Helping all urchin blafts , and ill lucke fignes 
That the fbrewd medling elfe delights to make, 
Which fhe with precious viold liquors heales. 
For which the fliepheards at their feftivalls 
Carroll her goodneflc Jowd in rufticke layes. 
And throw fweet garland wreaths into her ftieame 
Of pancies, pinks, and gaudie da£&dills« 
And, as the old Swainefaid^ ihecan unlocke 
The clafping charme, and thaw the Humming fpell. 
If (he be right invok*t in warbled Song , 
For maidenhood (he loves^ and willbc fv^ift 
To aid a virgin fuch as was her felfe 
In hard befetdng need , this will I trie 
Andadde the power of ibmendjuring verfeo 

SsMndfdire 

Lpten Inhere thiu artfittifig 
VmH^theglafsie , €^ i tranjlucent wsvi^ 

/9 tvificdhdds rfUUies knitting 

hi 7hi 
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Tbeloofetrme oftly imber-dropfing kaire » 
Lifienfor deare honours fake 
CoddeJ^cofthefUverUkc 

LiJlenMd ftvt. * , 

Lifted and appeare to US' 
In name of g rear Oc tonus ^ 
By cfi earth (halrii^ Neptun*s mace 
A f\6 7ethjs grave majeilicke pace , 
hy hoarie/Vfr^w wrincled iooke , 
And the Carfathifdn wiferds hooke , 
By fcalic Tritons windine flielh 
And old footb faying Glaums fpcll ^ 
ByLeucotiid's ovelyhands^ 
And her fon that rules the ftrands, 
By T^f//y linfel-flipper d feetj 
And the fbngs of Sirens fwect , 
By dead Parthenofe^s deare tomb. 
And hkxQLigea*s golden comb. 
Wherewith ihe fits on diamond rocks 
Sleeking her (oft allunng locks , 
By all the iV)fi»/>^/ that nightly dance 
Vponthy ftreams with wJie glance. 
Rife, rife and heave thy tofic head 
From thy coral-paven bed , 
And bridle in thy headlong wave 
Till thou our fummonsanlwerd have. 

Liften and (ave, 

Sabrinarifes mended hj rvaterNimjhesMdpngs. 

hj the rufhiefiing/edbanke, 

where growes the willow and the ofier dsnd^i 

LMjpding charm Jiajes, 

Thick 



af m%kU bleiP , and EmrouUgntHe 
That in the channtllfirajes, 
Whilfiftim cff the waters fleet 
Thus I fet mj printiejfe feet 
Ore the con^flifs velvet head^ 
That bends not as I tread ^ 
Gentle fwaine at thy requefi 
/ am here. 

Spir. Goddcfle deare 
Wcc implore thy powertull hand 
To undoe the charm dband 
Of true virgin here difti:eft. 
Through the force ^ and through the wHe 
Of unbicft inchanter vile. 

Sab. Shepheard tis my office beft 
To helpe infaared chaftitie i 
Brightefl Ladie looke on me. 
Thus I fprinckle on thy breft 
Drops that from my tountaine pure 
£ have kept of precious cure. 
Thrice upon thy fingers tip, 
Thrice upon thy rubied lip. 
Next this marble vcnom'd fcate 
Smeared with gummes of glutenous heate 
I touch with chad palmes moid andxold. 
Now the fpell hath loft his hold. 
And I muft haft ere morning hourc 
To watte in xjimfhitrite's bowrc. 



Sdrhnt 
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fifherfcate, 

Spir. V'tt^ydxn^xctcSLwritte 
Spruogofold Anch^esVaxi 
May thy brimmed w^es for this 
Their M tribute never mifle 
From a thoufand pettie nils , 
fhat tumble downe the (howie hills : 
Summer drouth , or finged aire 
Never fcorch thy treflcs f^re , 
Nor wet Odobers torrent flood 
Thy molten cry ftall fill with mudde , 
May thy billowes rowle a ifhoare 
The bery 11, and the golden ore, 
Maythy loftie headbecrowft'd 
With many a^to wer, sxA terri^ rounds 
And hereand there thy ba^ upon 
With groves efmyrrfa^^aod cinnamon. 

ComeLadiewhilelieavtiileQds usgtace , 

Letusfly this curled place. 

Left the forcercr us intice 

Witbibme other new device. 

Notawaft,orneedie(Ie feund 

Till we cometo holyer ground , 

I fliall beyour Bdtliftill guide 

Throughthis gloomie covert wide g 

And notmany furlongs thence- 

Is your F^dieri refidence ,. 

Where this n^ht are m^ in itate 

Matty «freiad to gratulate 

His 
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His wi0i't ptfefence ,and befide 
All the Swains chat there abide , 
With liggs, and curall dance xeTott^ 
Wee fliall catch them attheir fpoit , 
And our fuddaine comoiii^ there 
Will double ailtheir mirth, and chere, 
Cbme let us haft the ftarrs are high 
Butn^ht fits monarch yctin tfaemid skie* 

T6e Scent chMgtt f repotting iMlm tomu 4mi the 
Prefidents Cafile,thenctmetnC«»ntrie ddneers,af. 
tertkm tie attendant Spirit f»fth the tm Smhers 
•nithehadie* 

Song. 

Spir. Back Jhefheards, lack enough jonr flay , 
Tiff next Sun-jhine htUdaj , 
Here he mthont dncjk »r nfid. 
Other trif pings to be tred 
of lighter tPes, andfuch Cot^rtguife 
As Mercury dUfrfl devife 
With the miming Dryades 
On the tmns , andw the leas. 

This fecond Sot^ pra?(ents them 

to their father and mother. 

MkLvri, mdLadf bright^ 
I have hronghjei new delight. 
Here behold Co geedlj grewtte. 
Three fiUre brancbes-offMr ctvne , 
Huv'n hath timelf tri* d their ntuth , 

Their faith, thdrfntietfcet ^their truths 

V And 
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